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EKTHEME VIEWS ON EXTREME MUSIC BY EXTREME PEOPLE

REVIEWER SIMON GRUSDEN

he Bloodstack festivel, now inte
ts faurlh year, has become the
bigaest and best REAL Metal fos-
tival in the UK and Ihis year

olzyad host to noless than 25 bands ovar
3 two-day peried. Juggling lime between
taking photos for both siages, intervizw-
ing bands, doing 2 ‘Live On A Radio
Broadeast for CMR/Pulse Radio (Sky
Channel §13) and everything else that
qoes with a metal festival meant hat |
didn't get to sep every singlé band, but
here is a festival mandewn fiom my cwn
poinl of vigw:

LIVE REVIEWS

GAMMA RAY

FRIDAY 3RD SEPTEMBER
FEMME FATALES STAGE
DARWIN SUITE

After hating every secand of Inveys
debut performance at st yzars ‘hash; |
am ["rsu.:dm- 0 1y them again on the
hzg a nieve rhythm section
S-:- are |1'¢,- any better? HO! Sure, the new
rivyth team is a big improv bt
they have an ‘=ye candy’ singer who just
can't sing and no songs to speak o, Stll,
the ‘teenies’ present szemad o like o,
especilly the spetty lads who seem 1o be
in distress of some kind judging by the
lcoks an their faces. Moving swiftly
along.. Wuch bener are British prog mel-
allers Liquid Sky, who tm in a very
impressive periomance and whise singer
possesses 4 fine and strend vaice, though
a litdle more confidence wauldn't hurt
next time araund. The pick of the pack are
goth metallers Season’s End, whose
show is mightily impressive. As 3 unit they
shine brightly - their power, poise and
passion’ for what they'e doing surely
marks them out for bigaer things.

MAIN STAGE

I expect a great deal of Sinergy, maybe
too much, 25 in the event | find them 1o be
a little disappeinting. Kimberly Goss cer-
1zinly has a paweriul voice and has charis
ma 1o match, and | would previously have
axpected any band containing Alexi Laiho
(Chitddren OF Badam) to be amazing any-
.. bt they aren't, The mix does them
few favours, and worse still, after a while |
fezl as if | am hearing onz 45-minue
song. A letdewn, really. [nglish prog
meldl gods Threshold should (by
rights} have ruled the festival cutright,
buz, mysteriously, the sound engineer
totally boliowed the mix up so that they
sound dreadful for most of their set, They
are gmazing 1o watch, and dearly from
their peint of view the sounds fine
through the manitors... but from most
points in the hall? Oh dear! With 2 back

catzloque ta die for, their set is jam-

packe F amazing |5Ln.]§3|'|dﬂ'.F_' oy
with which they play them s faniastic o
s, Truly 2 case of grace under pressure.

Fuen mare mysterously, the sound mirae-
uleusty rights iself w crystalline perfec-
tion for headliners Gamma Ray the
qames people play, o I :
enterizining, yes. they awe ensigetic, but
when will ¢ Ta'real singer! Because
3 qwl a uitanst as Kai Hansen is, a5 3
singer, hes na Rall Schespers. Yery
.:5<.Jrc:| ery T[‘Ull! [, amima Ray olease

v of the crowd, but a lof of
e Ir'1”|_ art !l betore the end of their
el

SATURDAY 4TH SEPTEMBER
DARWIN SUITE

surgrisingly  briliant and  previously
unkrawn to me are the curously naimed
Nowhere Near The Garden, 3 band

£3.00

Wi i emocars with post-grungs, and
funk metal with punk - think Mickelback
[nooogae! - LM] jamming with Primus
and A The Drive In and youte sort of get-
ting there, &1 f2ce valug the Birminghzm-
Liased quartet are totally out of place, but
fof me anyway, mun out 35 SUrprise viclers
of the whelg weskend. Brilliant! Extreme
metalcor @l Gutworm are oo,
bloady, bruising fun, their rabic and fur
ous sel loudly apolauded by & growing
autience, its good... all goed. What | can'l
figure ot is why have a My Dying Bride
sgund-a-like band at the festival [sounds
lise yeu're gaing all Columbo on U5,
Simen! - LEC), when you could have had
te r22l thingf f'm talding about The
Prophecy, who 2re good, proficiant, but
nowhere nearas gaod as the genuing arti-
cle. Mext.. Hesdliners Fourwaykill ar
3 genuing revelation, their tigh-powsred
fusion of mezal and hardoore is 2 lister-
ingly severe ick o the au s (0150
1o speak). Serving up my fvaurite Chorus
of the weekend, | can only repeat their
s Mantra - “Give me the gun,,
11 pull the fuckintrigoen!” Eacellent.

]

MAIN STAGE

The single biggest disappuintraent of the
weekend suicly h2s 1o b= Edenbridge.
Gods, how 14 [oosed farvard 10 savowring
these Austrians brand of symphenic
retal, put what & wet fart terr tedium
induging set tums cut @ be, Vocalist
Sahine looks like the proverbial rabbit
caught in the headlights, and try as
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